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centre 
section

interplane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

top of rib

interplane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

bottom of rib

cabane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

bottom of rib

cabane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

bottom of rib

upper left
wing

interplane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

bottom of rib

dashed lines show extra 
ribs required for scale rib spacing

wing tips cut from
1/16” sheet, or laminate 

from 3 strips of 
1/32” x 1/16”

front view

15mm dihedral

15mm dihedral

Dihedral
15mm under each

wing tip (use angle guage 
to cant root ribs)

rib r1 - 29 req.

rib r2 - 2 req.

optional rigging.
use thin fishing line,

lycra thread or grey cotton

interplane
struts

cabane struts are 
1/16” x 1/8” balsa. 
cut and fit whilst
top wing is pinned

in position on wing jig
(see plan sheet 1)

glue cabane struts
to top longeron

remove this section 
after construction 

to form cut-out

the  1 1/2 strutter got it’s name from it’s unusual cabane strut arrangement(see front view above)

Dihedral
guage

use to cant 
root ribs

r2

r2

ribs
all ribs are ‘r1’ apart from

the upper wing root ribs (r2). 
cut these rib templates from 1/64”

ply and use as a cutting guide. gussets 
here

notch rib and
glue short

spars here. 
(top and 
bottom)

cut trailing edges
from 1/16” sheet balsa.
notch for ribs, and 

sand to profile before
building wings

cut trailing edges
from 1/16” sheet balsa.
notch for ribs, and 

sand to profile before
building wings

leading edges are 
3/32” sq. hard balsa

leading edges are 
3/32” sq. hard balsa

use dihedral
guage here

use dihedral
guage here
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use dihedral
guage here

bind and glue wire axle to the spreader 
bar at centre only. this creates a sprung

undercarriage, similar to the full size aircraft.

glue into 
notches

in ribs R2

use rotring pen 
or similar for 

control surfaces 
(shown dotted)

use 1/32”
sheet packing

piece under tail
of rib ‘r2’ here

during
construction

1/32”
packing
piece

interplane strut
fixing points

1/20” sheet balsa.
attach flush with 

top of rib

position and size of 
french roundels.

both top spars
are 1/20” sq.
hard balsa

both top spars
are 1/20” sq.
hard balsa
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